Special Emphasis Report:

Unintentional Motor Vehicle Traffic Injuries

2022

ILLINOIS

UNDERSTANDING MVT INJURIES

Every day, thousands of Americans are involved in motor vehicle crashes on public roadways that result in injury or

death. Unintentional Motor Vehicle Traffic (MVT) injuries include those to motor vehicle occupants (drivers and
passengers), motorcyclists, pedestrians, pedal cyclists, and other persons.

Burden and Overview

MVT injuries are a leading cause of hospitalization and death
in the United States and lllinois. For every MVT injury death in
lllinois there were 4 non-fatal hospitalizations and 66
emergency department visits. Figure 1 reflects total counts for
2020. During a five-year period, the rate of MVT injury deaths
were relatively stable with an uptick in 2020 (see Figure 2),
with the largest rate is among those aged 24-34 years.

FIGURE 1: Motor Vehicle Traffic Injury Pyramid in 2020
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FIGURE 2: Rate of Motor Vehicle Traffic Deaths Among Residents, 2016-2020
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Injuries by Type of Person

Figure 3 illustrates that most persons injured or killed by
MVT injuries are occupants (drivers and passengers). In
2020, occupants accounted for 6.1% of MVT deaths, 12.5%
among hospitalizations, and 10.2% among ED visits. Table
1, and Figures 4 through Figure 6 will focus on
occupant-related injuries.

FIGURE 3: Percent of Unintentional MTV Injuries by Type of Person in
2020
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MVT Injuries by Sex and Age Group

Males had higher non-fatal MVT-occupant hospitalization
injury rates than did females (51.8 per 100,000 and 27.9 per
100,000 respectively). Rates for both males and females
remained relatively stable over the 5-year period.

FIGURE 4: MVT Occupant-related Hospitalization Rates by Sex,
2016-2020
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The age groups with the highest non-fatal MVT-occupant
hospitalization injury rates in lllinois were ages 20 to 24. Rates
remained relatively stable over the 5-year period until 2020
when all groups experienced an increased.

FIGURE 5: MVT Occupant-related Hospitalization Injury Rates by Age
Group, 2016-2020
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MVT Injuries by Race

Figure 6 presents non-fatal MVT-occupant hospitalization
injury rates by race and ethnicity for lllinois residents. The
highest rates were noted for non-Hispanic Black (796.8 per
100,000) residents.

FIGURE 6: Hospitalization Rates by Race and Ethnicity,2020
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Quick Facts

Seat Belt Use

- 93.8% high schoolers report wearing a seatbelt
when riding in a car.

- 87% of adults report always wearing their
seatbelts.

Cost Data

- Traffic crash deaths in Illinois in 2018 cost $15
million medical costs and $1.69 billion in work
costs for a total of $1.70 billion in total costs.

Alcohol Level

-1n 2020, 32% of drivers with fatal MVT injuries in
lllinois had a blood alcohol concentration of more
than the legal limit (.08).

- 2.2% of lllinois adults report driving after drinking
too much in the past 30 days.

-17.9% of high schoolers reported riding with a
driver who have been drinking alcohol in the past 30
days and 5% report driving after they had been
drinking.
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MVT Injury Prevention Activities

National Resources

PREVENTION CDC Transportation Safety - https://www.cdc.gov/transportationsafety/index.html

SURVEILLANCE CDC Transportation Safety - Data and Resources - https://www.cdc.gov/transportationsafety/st

RESOURCES National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) - Risky Driving - https://www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving
NHTSA - Road Safety - https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety

NHTSA - Parents and Caregivers - https://www.nhtsa.gov/parents-and-caregivers
NHTSA - Traffic Safety Marketing - https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/
U.S Department of Transportation - https://www.transportation.gov/priorities/safety

State Activities

PREVENTION IDPH is funded by the CDC National Center for Injury Prevention and Control for the Core State Injury Prevention

Program (SIPP).The purpose is to build an injury surveillance systems and strategic collaborations/partnerships.

PARTNERSHIPS In addition to the multiagency project with IDOT and UIS, IDPH collaborates with numerous traffic safety partners
though the efforts of the Illinois Partnership for Safety.

SURVEILLANCE With funding from the lllinois Department of Transportation IDPH in collaboration with the University of lllinois
Springfield is implementing the Motor Vehicle Data Linkage Project to link crash and health data.
https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/safety/illinois-traffic-records-coordinating-committee

SUCCESSES

Traffic Safety is a SIPP priority area and is part of the implementation of the Making Illinois Safer: 2018-2022 State Strategic Plan to Prevent Injury,
Violence, and Suicide (https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/files/publications/makingillinoissafer2018-2022strategicplan.pdf).

Motor Vehicle-related indicators were added to the lllinois Public Health Community Map. (http://www.healthcarereportcard.illinois.gov/maps).
Findings from the Motor Vehicle Data Linkage Project have been disseminated through infographics, maps, presentations, reports, and videos. Topics

include pediatric restraint use and injury across race, ethnicity, and class in lllinois. https://www.uis.edu/cspl/partnership-initiatives/motor-vehicle-data-link

Illinois Department of Public Health, Violence and Injury Prevention Section - https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/injury-violence-prevention.html
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