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What is a PHDH? 

A P HDH  is  an  I l l in o is  l ice n s e d  d e n t a l  h y g ie n is t  
w h o  h as  t w o  y e ar s  o f  f u l l -t im e  o r  4, 0 0 0  h o u r s  
o f  cl in i ca l  e x p e r ie n ce  an d  h as  co m p le t e d  t h e  
r e q u ir e d  42 h o u r s  o f  c o n t in u in g e d u cat io n  ( C E )  
cr e d it  co u r s e s  r e q u ir e d  f o r  P HDH  c e r t if i cat io n .  
Ad d it io n al  in f o r m at io n  at  I DH A  

RDH vs. PHDH? 
Registered Dental Hygienist 

• RDH licensure  
• General supervision 

 

Public Health Dental Hygienist 
• RDH licensure and PHDH certificate 
• PHDH supervision 

o Dental exam prior to TX not required 
o TX allowed without dentist in facility 

•    or 
  

•       
    TX

 
 

What is Public Health Supervision? 

Supervision of a PHDH by a licensed dentist who has a 
written public health supervision agreement:  

• PHDH must work in an approved facility or 
program.  

• Dental exam before treatment (TX) not 
required. 

• Dentist not required to be present in the 
facility during treatment. 

• May treat patients who are either: 
o eligible for Medicaid  
o uninsured and whose household 

income is not greater than 200% of 
the federal poverty level 

 

What Services can PHDHs Provide? 

• Screenings and assessments 
• Patient education 
• Prophylaxis 
• Radiographs 
• Fluoride application 
• Sealant placement 
• Silver diamine fluoride (SDF) 
• Intraoral photos – when intraoral camera is 

available. 

Where Can PHDHs Practice? 

• Federally qualified health center 
• School-based clinic 
• Federal, state, or local health department 
• Head Start 
• WIC 

                                                                    
FACTS ABOUT PUBLIC HEALTH  

DENTAL HYGIENISTS (PHDH) 

How Does the PHDH  
Benefit Your Practice? 

https://idha.wildapricot.org/phdh

