
 

 
 

  

 

 

MEETING NOTICE 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH (IDPH) 

Illinois Suicide Prevention Alliance 
August 14, 2024 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

**Recording** 
 

Approved on November 21, 2024 
 

AGENDA 
I. Welcome & Introductions  

II. Roll Call 
III. Review & approval of May meeting minutes & CoP Team Charter *  
IV. Update on 988 Implementation   
V. IVDRS Update 

VI. Depression Screening Update – Douglas County 
VII. Guest Speaker – Jason Stanford 

VIII. Training Update – Prevention First 
IX. IDPH Updates 
X. Update on the Governor’s Challenge: To Prevent Suicide Among Service Members, 

Veterans, and their Families activities 
XI. Annual Report 

XII. Timely Referrals Update 
XIII. Update on Suicide Related Legislation 
XIV. Partner sharing  

a. All - Please share information about your agency’s suicide prevention activities 
XV. Public Comment 
Future FY24 meetings:  
Thursday – November 21, 2024 
Tuesday – February 11, 2025 
Wednesday – May 14, 2025 

* Action Needed  
  

https://illinois.webex.com/recordingservice/sites/illinois/recording/04b2adf13c7c103d9ff3eee6aafe82c4/playback
https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=145658
https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=145658
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x 1 Jenna Farmer 
Brackett 
 

Representative from a suicide prevention program serving 
rural communities (Centerstone) 

x 2 Chuck Johnson Representing Illinois Hospital Association 
x 3 Amber Clark Representing veterans’ services  
x 4 Eric Davidson Representing Higher Education  
 5 Tom Howard Representing First Responder Professions 
x 6 Andy Wade 

represented by 
Tony Ohlausen 
 

Representing Promoting the Importance of Mental Health 
Treatment 

x 7 Angie Thinnes Representing Attempt Survivors 
 8 Kim Godden Representing First Responder Professions 
 9 Steven Lomelino Representing Attempt Survivors 
x 10 Beth Morrison Representing Suicide Prevention 
 11 Christopher 

Balthazar 
Representing LQBTQ+ 

x 12 Deb Martin Representing Survivors of Suicide Loss 
x 13 Rafiah Maxie-Cole Representing Survivors of Suicide Loss 
x 14 Sarah Horrell Representing Survivors of Suicide Loss 
x 15 Cynthia Paidipati Researcher in Suicidology 

   
Ex-Officio Members Agency 

x 16 
 

Brian Kieninger IDPH /Division of Emergency Preparedness  
and Highway Safety 

x 17 Dana Wilkerson Illinois Department on Aging 
x 18 Colonel Marcus Gipson Illinois State Police  

x 19 Dr. Teresa Glaze Illinois Department of Human Services /Division of 
Mental Health 

x 20 Dr. Melvin Hinton Illinois Department of Corrections 
x 21 Dr. Erin Alexander Illinois Department of Children and Family Services 
x 22 Julia Strehlow Illinois State Board of Education 
x 23 Dr. Alda Leavy-Skinner Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority 
x 24 Margo Watson Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs 
x 25 Chima Obidiegwu Illinois Department of Human Services/Division of 

Substance Use Prevention & Recovery 
x 27 Glenda Gallisath Illinois Board of Higher Education 
x 28 Jill McCamant IDPH Injury & Violence Prev. Prog. 

 
Stakeholders 
Aaron Henry, Carelon Behavioral Health 
Aaron Lenaghan 
Amanda Burnside, Ann & Robert H. Lurie 
Children’s Hospital of Chicago 

Amanda Minor, Douglas County Health 
Department 
Amie Nogami 
Chima Obidiegwu, IDPH/SUPR 
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Claire Farnsworth, Centers for New Horizons, 
former MH educator 
Coleen Moore, LCPC, Vice President of Clinical 
Services at Lifelong Access, Normal IL 
Eric Davidson 
Jack Rein 
Jacob Bradshaw, Carelon/Illinois Mental Health 
Collaborative (IL Warm Line) 
Jason Sanford, DHS, Regional Prevention 
Coordinator, US Department of Homeland 
Security 
JB 
Jena Wallander 
Jennie Pinkwater 
Jennifer Martin, IDPH 
Jessica Heise, Community Engagement and 
Partnerships Coordinator 
Judy King 
Julianna Mitrius 
Kristin Becker 
Katie Kelly 
Kellie Henrichs, Prevention First 

Kira B, Hope for the Day 
Liz Gonzalez, AllianceChicago 
Lucy Craycroft 
Miranda Scott 
Michelle Langolis 
Melissa Stalets 
Maryann Mason, IVDRS and Northwestern 
University 
Nadia Sharara, Ma, NCC, LPC 
Neva Wright, Suicide Prevention Graduate 
Intern, IDPH 
Olapeju “Pej” Lawal, IDPH, School Health Nurse 
Consultant 
Randyl Wilkins 
Shelly Sital, AllianceChicago 
Sarah Patrick, Chief, Division of Emerging Health 
Issues, IDPH 
Sarah Schroeder 
Tracy Levine 
Trang Pham-Smith 
Tiffani Saunders  
Victoria Freier 

 
I. Welcome & Introductions  

a. Deb welcomed everyone to the group and invited everyone to put their 
introduction into the chat.  

II. Roll Call 
a. Jill performed the roll call and a quorum was present.  

III. Review & approval of May meeting minutes & CoP Team Charter *  
a. Chuck Johnson motioned to approve the meeting minutes. The motion was 

seconded by Marcus Gibson. The group voted in favor of approving the May 
meeting minutes.  

b. Glenda Gallisath moved to approve the team charter. The motion was seconded 
by Eric Davidson. The group voted in favor of approving the team charter. 

IV. Update on 988 Implementation   
a. Dr. Glaze introduced Lucy Craycroft to present regarding the 988 

implementations. Lucy shared that the statewide answer rate is currently at 
54%, but this was after updated that occurred in July after a new center won the 
grant for the statewide back up. They are transition from Path to Centerstone for 
the state back up and primary for 85 counties.  The call rates for the other call 
centers are still looking good, such as DuPage is at 81.8% and Lake County is at 
81.3% and is a 24-hour call center. Lucy added that with the implementation of 
Centerstone, the other centers either increased or decreased their capacity and 
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went over which centers covered each county. Lucy added they are waiting on 
SAMHSA approval for the statewide communication plans for advertisement. 
Lucy added that in September they will be rolling out georouting. The concern is 
in Cook County and the way it is routed as it is the only county in the US that is 
routed by zip code. They are in talks with Vibrant on what that will look like and 
they will be doing traffic studies to look at where calls might increase. Lucy 
answered questions from the participants regarding answer rates, georouting, 
and the communication plan. Cynthia Paidipati added information regarding 
georouting.  

V. IVDRS Update 
a. Dr. Glaze introduced Katie Kelly to the group to introduce. Katie explained the 

purpose of the IVDRS and SUDORS surveillance systems and the information that 
is collected and which coroners and counties are participating in providing 
information. Katie provided overall suicide decedent demographics and changes 
in table and chart formats. Katie discussed the primary weapons used in suicide 
deaths, suicide circumstance, a snapshot of youth suicide in Illinois, and race and 
ethnicity, veterans and suicide, older adults and suicide, and firearm suicide. 
Katie discussed an analysis of older adult suicides in hopes to guide outreach 
programs. Katie further discussed young adult suicide with intimate partner 
problems. Katie shared that they are looking into rural suicides. Katie answered 
questions from participants.  

VI. Depression Screening Update – Douglas County 
a. Dr. Glaze introduced Amanda Minor to provide an update on their Depression 

Screening grant. Amanda shared data regarding how many ASQ and PHQ9 
screenings have been administered, as well as how many individuals have been 
identified as at risk. Amanda continued to explain how many people have been 
educated on firearm restraining order, have received safe storage locks, and 
trainings available. Amanda explained plans such as CALM trainings, continue 
screenings in schools, administering geometric gun safes, and starting a 
mentoring program. Amanda answered questions regarding where to go for 
CALM training and the cost of the safes.  

VII. Guest Speaker – Jason Stanford 
a. Deb introduced Jason to share initiatives that the Department of Homeland 

Security are doing in suicide prevention work. Jason shared a video that provides 
an overview of violence prevention work in the Department of Homeland 
Security. Jason shared that the Center for Prevention Program and Partnerships 
is the only department in Homeland Security looking at prevention and explain 
some of the work that is being done, the partnership they’re working with, and 
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initiatives that are being targeted. Jason went through the approaches used to 
target the different initiatives. Jason discussed the training and grants that are 
being offered. Another video was shared to show how in plain sight threats can 
be.  

VIII. Training Update – Prevention First 
a. Dr. Glaze introduced Kellie to provide an update regarding the training grant. 

Kellie provided an overview of the work that Prevention First does. Kellie shared 
the trainings that Prevention First will be offering as part of the grant, including 
self-paced online and in-person AMSR training, mental health first aid trainings, 
QPR trainings, and safe talk trainings. Kellie shared that there are scheduled 
trainings, but they also offer personal trainings for organizations for any 
organizations that are interested in having Prevention First come to them for any 
of the trainings. Prevention First has been holding a learning collaborative, which 
mimics ECHO trainings, and held a suicide symposium in person. Prevention First 
is also in the process of developing an asynchronous course and research 
development to further develop resources.  

IX. IDPH Updates 
a. Jill provided updates regarding the general revenue funds and the notices of 

funding opportunities that it provides – Project ECHO and Zero Suicide Academy. 
Jill added that the four SAMHSA grants will be renewed for year two. Jill shared 
that the CDC Comprehensive Suicide grant will have 4 grants that will be posted 
within the next month. Jill shared that the subcommittees started back up in 
June and added that if anyone was interested in joining the subcommittees to let 
them know. Jill added that September is Suicide Prevention Month and added 
that there will 6 webinars that will be hosted. Since June if 2023, IDPH has sent 
out 129,500 gun locks with a partnership with the VA and are still available for 
free. Jill shared that the Pause to Heal campaign is live and the video was played. 
The Pause to Heal campaign is to bring awareness to the firearm restraining 
order. Jill shared IDPH will be at the Illinois State Fair to bring awareness to 
Pause to Heal and firearm restraining orders. Jill added that Jennifer was able to 
fund 15 organizations across the state for safe storage strategies and provided 
$1.6 million in general revenue funds for this. There are 3 strategies that the 
organizations will be focusing on – gun lock distribution and education regarding 
the importance of gun locks and developing training on firearm restraining order 
act. Jill gave an updated regarding board member applications and they are on 
the directors’ desk. Jill introduced Tiffanie Saunders, the section chief for the 
Center of Minority Health Services. Tiffanie gave an update regarding the black 
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youth policy academy that was held by SAMHSA. Tiffanie shared that the project 
is in the early phases and there will be more to come soon. 

X. Update on the Governor’s Challenge: To Prevent Suicide Among Service Members, 
Veterans, and their Families activities 

a. Dr Glaze shared an updated regarding the Illinois Governor’s Challenge. Dr Glaze 
shared about their experience at the National Conference which was in June. Dr. 
Glaze shared her experiences and people she met. Dr. Glaze shared that the 
group is starting to provide in-person trainings for 3 trainings throughout the 
state. Dr Glaze also shared they were invited to the Law Enforcement 
Conference in August.  

XI. Annual Report 
a. Neva shared the 2024 suicide report and explained the purpose and the updates 

for the report. The report will be presented at today’s meeting and voted on at 
the November meeting and then presented to legislations. 

XII. Timely Referrals Update 
a. Deb introduced Liz Gonzalez and Shelly Sital who are the grantees for the timely 

referrals grant from SAMHSA’s GLS grant. Liz gave a meeting recap of the in-
person convening that took place in July. Liz shared an overview of the meeting 
participants that were present at the July meeting. Liz shared the contents of the 
meeting, such as the landscape assessment and interviews, provided an 
overview of what is missing, provided an overview of participant experiences, 
provided a summary of findings, and top proposed solutions for short, 
intermediate, and long term.  

XIII. Update on Suicide Related Legislation 
a. Deb shared that Steve is not present to provide an update on legislation so this 

will be skipped. 
XIV. Partner sharing  

a. Deb invited everyone to share their events. Jack Rein shared that Cicero School 
District 99 is having their fall mini mental health summit, where they focus on 
supporting staff and students needs, meeting them where they are and really 
supporting them and letting them know its ok to take space and they are 
partnering with Alyssa’s Mission. 

b. Beth Morrison from AFSP shared that on Saturday September 14th they have 
their first Cobden Suicide Prevention Awareness walk in Cobden City Park, about 
20 mins South of SIU Carbondale. There will also be a walk in Chicago at the 
same date at Montross Harbor.  

c. Randyl Wilkins shared that they have multiple trainings coming up, including QPR 
and Mental Health First Aid. 

https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=145658
https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=145658
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d. Chuck Johnson shared that the Adams County Suicide Prevention Coalition is 
sponsoring a Suicide Awareness Month media campaign with local television 
station WGEM. They will be doing 271 TV messages, 200 radio messages, fifteen 
30 second promotional spots on NBC, FOX, CW and MeTV, WGEM Digital 
platform, WGEM comp news, their weather app, and their streaming platform. 
That’s a $4,000 media campaign. Chuck shared they are also sending letters to 
clergy to ask them to talk about suicide during the Sunday of the Suicide 
Prevention week, and sending a letter to newspapers. They are also looking into 
a video resource to support parents following their child’s suicide related crisis. 
The video is developed by Zero Suicide Institute and Parents to Parents, a non 
for profit organization that offers resources to care tackers whose children are 
struggling with mental health challenge and it was funded by the four Pines fund. 
They’re going to link this video to their website for parents who have had a child 
attempt suicide view it, they’re going make it available to Blessing hospital, 
inpatient, outpatient staff, Quincy Medical Group, and outpatient staff. Chuck 
added that they will also be renewing their bus wraps that have Suicide 
Prevention messaging on them. 

e. Deb shared that Jared’s Keepers will be taking 4 four areas central Illinois areas 
school district principles and/or mental health professionals to the Crisis 
Intervention Team Conference in Indianapolis at the end of the month. Deb 
added that there will be several webinars that will be coming out through IDPH 
for suicide prevention month.  

f. Amber Clark shared they will be having their 4th annual operation obstacle even 
coming up on September 21st at Richland Community College in Decatur. It is a 2-
mile obstacle course race and all proceeds go to Richland’s veteran services.  

XV. Public Comment 
a. Deb Martin shared that they will be hosting a celebrity chef in Springfield on 

October 18th. 
 


