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WHEREAS, colorectal cancer is the second-leading cause of death among all cancer types in Illinois and the United States,
and,

WHEREAS, among men and women combined, one in 24 men and one in 26 women will be diagnosed with colorectal
cancer in their lifetime; and,

WHEREAS, estimates indicate 6,110 people will be diagnosed with colorectal cancer and 2,020 lives will be lost from
colorectal cancer in 2025 in Illinois; and,

WHEREAS, colorectal cancer incidence and mortality rates are disproportionately higher among racial and ethnic
minorities, with Black non-Hispanic males in Illinois at the highest rate of new colorectal cancer at 53.6 new cases per

100,000 people and 22.9 deaths per 100,000 people; and,

WHEREAS, data trends show statistically significant increases in new colorectal cancer cases among people under 50
years of age; and,

WHEREAS, colorectal cancer is one of the few cancers that is preventable with timely screening, but one in three adults
aged 45 to 75 is not getting screened as recommended,; and,

WHEREAS, increasing screening of Americans ages 45 and older to 80% could reduce the number of new colorectal
cancer diagnoses by 22% and deaths from colorectal cancer by 33% by 2030; and,

WHEREAS, increasing screening of Americans ages 45 and older to 80% could reduce the number of new colorectal
cancer diagnoses by 22% and deaths from colorectal cancer by 33% by 2030, and

THEREFORE, I, JB Pritzker, Governor of the State of Illinois, do hereby proclaim March 2026 as Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month in lllinois.
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