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Situation 3: Students or School Personnel who are Close Contacts to a Confirmed COVID-19 Case          

Schools should exclude or refuse to admit students and staff after close contact with a confirmed case consistent with the guidelines below, 

unless otherwise directed by their local health department. An isolation or quarantine order is not required for schools to exclude or refuse to 

admit students or staff.  

Is the individual fully vaccinated2 and 

boosted (if eligible and 18 or older)3? 

Not considered a close contact. No 

exclusion from school necessary if 

asymptomatic. 

Test on day five after exposure.4 

Self-monitor for symptoms for 10 days.  

Adhere to masking guidelines. 

 

Was the exposure outdoors in a non-crowded setting? 

 

YES NO 

NO YES 

Were the close contact and the 

COVID-19 case both students, 

within 3-6 feet, in a classroom 

setting, and consistently and 

correctly masked during the entire 

exposure period? 

 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO YES 

Did the contact occur during the school day 

(not during an extracurricular activity) at 

any distance from the COVID-19 case? 

 

 

School should exclude 

asymptomatic contact for 

period of five days.5 

 

Following end of exclusion period, student may return 

to school if they remain asymptomatic. School should 

require consistent masking indoors and outdoors for 

five additional days.  

 

 
 

 

Not considered a close contact and no 

exclusion required if absolutely none of 

the exposure time was spent indoors or 

in crowded setting outdoors. 

 

Is the LHD recommending Test to Stay? 

 

 
Follow Test to Stay 

guidance. YES 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html

