COVID-19 Viral Testing Flowchart for Homeless Shelters
Immediate Testing
Immediately test any client, staff, or volunteer who
has signs or symptoms consistent with COVID-191
OR recent exposure to COVID-19.

New case/outbreak2
identified

No cases identified

Close Contact Testing Option

Facility-Wide Testing Option

Perform targeted testing of all clients, staff, and
volunteers, regardless of vaccination status, who
were close contacts3 to the COVID-19 case.

Perform facility-wide testing of all clients, staff,
and volunteers, regardless of vaccination status.

If testing capacity is limited, refer to CDC
guidance4 or local health department (LHD) for
testing strategy.

OR

If testing capacity is limited, refer to CDC
guidance4 or local health department (LHD) for
testing strategy.

Repeat Testing

Continue repeat viral testing of all previously negative or untested
clients, staff, and volunteers, generally every 3 -7 days, until the testing
identifies no new cases of SARS-CoV-2 infection for a period of at least
14 days since the most recent positive result.

1CDC

Symptoms of COVID-19: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
definition of a COVID-19 outbreak in Homeless Shelters: Two or more individuals (clien ts and/or staff) who are laboratory-confirmed
COVID-19 cases, AND are epidemiologically linked to the facility, and have onset of illness or positive SARS -CoV-2 test (if asymptomatic)
within 14 days of each other. An outbreak is considered resolved once no new cases are identified over a period of at least 28 days.

2 IDPH

3 A close contact is

defined by CDC as someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes within a 24-hour period
starting from two days before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic cases two days prior to positive specimen collection) until the time the infected person
is isolated.

4 CDC

Testing Guidance for Homeless Shelters: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/homeless-shelters/testing.html
local health departments may choose to extend the period of testing.
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