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CERTIFICATE OF EMERGENCY AMENDMENT 

The Department of Public Health, State of Illinois, certifies that the attached hereto is a true and 
correct copy of: 

Heading for the Part: Emergency Medical Services, Trauma Center, Comprehensive Stroke 
Center, Primary Stroke Center and Acute Stroke Ready Hospital Code 

Code Citation: 77 Ill. Adm. Code 515 

Section Involved: 
515.865 

which was duly amended by emergency action by this Agency. 

Reason for Emergency: This emergency rulemaking is adopted in response to Governor JB 
Pritzker's Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations issued related to COVID-19 . 

Section 5-45 of the Illinois Administrative Procedure Act [5 ILCS 100/5-45] defines 
"emergency" as "the existence of any situation that any agency finds reasonably constitutes a 
threat to the public interest, safety, or welfare." The COVID-19 outbreak in Illinois is a 
significant public health crisis that warrants these emergency amendments. 

Statutory Authority: Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Systems Act [210 ILCS 50] 
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Director 
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TITLE 77: PUBLIC HEALTH 

Section 
515.100 
515.125 
515.150 
515.160 
515.165 
515.170 
515.180 
515.190 

Section 
515.200 
515.210 
515.220 
515.230 
515.240 
515.250 
515.255 

Section 

CHAPTER I: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
SUBCHAPTER f: EMERGENCY SERVICES AND HIGHWAY SAFETY 

PART 515 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES, TRAUMA CENTER, 

COMPREHENSIVE STROKE CENTER, PRIMARY STROKE CENTER 
AND ACUTE STROKE READY HOSPITAL CODE 

SUBPART A: GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Definitions 
Incorporated and Referenced Materials 
Waiver Provisions 
Facility, System and Equipment Violations, Hearings and Fines 
Suspension, Revocation and Denial of Li censure 
Employer Responsibility 
Administrative Hearings 
Felony Convictions 

SUBPART B: EMS REGIONS 

Emergency Medical Services Regions 
EMS Regional Plan Development 
EMS Regional Plan Content 
Resolution of Disputes Concerning the EMS Regional Plan 
Bioterrorism Grants 
Hospital Stroke Care Fund 
Stroke Data Collection Fund 

SUBPART C: EMS SYSTEMS 

515.300 Approval of New EMS Systems 
515.310 Approval and Renewal of EMS Systems 
515.315 Bypass Status Review 
EMERGENCY 
515.320 Scope of EMS Service 
515.330 EMS System Program Plan 
EMERGENCY 
515.340 EMS Medical Director's Course 
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Data Collection and Submission 
Approval of Additional Drugs and Equipment 
Automated Defibrillation (Repealed) 

515.350 
515.360 
515.370 
515.380 Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) and Practitioner Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment 

(POLST) Policy 
515.390 
515.400 
515.410 
515.420 
515.430 
515.440 
515.445 
515.450 
515.455 
515.460 
515.470 

Minimum Standards for Continuing Operation 
General Communications 
EMS System Communications 
System Participation Suspensions 
Suspension, Revocation and Denial ofLicensure ofEMTs (Repealed) 
State Emergency Medical Services Disciplinary Review Board 
Pediatric Care 
Complaints 
Intra- and Inter-System Dispute Resolution 
Fees 
Participation by Veterans Health Administration Facilities 

SUBPART D: EDUCATION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS, ADVANCED 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS, EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS­

INTERMEDIATE, PARAMEDICS AND EMS PERSONNEL 

EMS System Education Program-Emergency Medical Technician 
Section 
515.500 
515.510 Advanced Emergency Medical Technician and Emergency Medical Technician-

Intermediate Education 
515.520 Paramedic Education 
515.530 EMT, A-EMT, EMT-I and Paramedic Testing 
515.540 EMT, A-EMT, EMT-I and Paramedic Licensure 
515.550 Scope of Practice-Licensed EMT and Paramedic 
515.560 EMT Continuing Education 
515.570 A-EMT and EMT-I Continuing Education 
515.580 Paramedic Continuing Education 
515.590 EMS Personnel License Renewals 
515.600 EMS Personnel Inactive Status 
515.610 EMT, A-EMT, EMT-I and Paramedic Reciprocity 
EMERGENCY 
515.620 Felony Convictions (Renumbered) 
515.630 Evaluation and Recognition of Military Experience and Education 
515.640 Reinstatement 

SUBPART E: EMS LEAD INSTRUCTOR, EMERGENCY MEDICAL DISPATCHER, 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONDER, PRE-HOSPITAL REGISTERED NURSE, 

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS REGISTERED NURSE, AND 
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TRAUMA NURSE SPECIALIST 

EMS Lead Instructor 
Emergency Medical Dispatcher 
Provisional Licensure for Emergency Medical Responders 
First Responder (Repealed) 
Emergency Medical Responder 

Section 
515.700 
515.710 
515.715 
515.720 
515.725 
515.730 Pre-Hospital Registered Nurse, Pre-Hospital Physician Assistant, Pre-Hospital 

Advanced Practice Registered Nurse 
515.740 
515.750 
515.760 

Emergency Communications Registered Nurse 
Trauma Nurse Specialist 
Trauma Nurse Specialist Program Plan 

SUBPART F: VEHICLE SERVICE PROVIDERS 

Vehicle Service Provider Licensure 
EMS Vehicle System Participation 

Section 
515.800 
515.810 
515.820 Denial, Nomenewal, Suspension and Revocation of a Vehicle Service Provider 

License 
515.825 Alternate Response Vehicle 
515.827 Ambulance Assistance Vehicle Provider Upgrades 
515.830 Ambulance Licensing Requirements 
EMERGENCY 
515.833 In-Field Service Level Upgrade-Rural Population 
515.835 Stretcher Van Provider Licensing Requirements 
515.840 Stretcher Van Requirements 
515.845 Operation of Stretcher Vans 
515.850 Reserve Ambulances 
515.860 Critical Care Transport 
515.865 COVID-19 Vaccination of Provider Staff 
EMERGENCY 

SUBPART G: LICENSURE OF SPECIALIZED EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL SERVICES VEHICLE (SEMSV) PROGRAMS 

Licensure of SEMSV Programs - General 
Denial, Nomenewal, Suspension or Revocation of SEMSV Licensure 
SEMSV Program Licensure Requirements for All Vehicles 
Helicopter and Fixed-Wing Aircraft Requirements 

Section 
515.900 
515.910 
515.920 
515.930 
515.935 EMS Pilot Specifications 
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515.940 
515.945 
515.950 
515.955 
515.960 
515.963 
515.965 
515.970 
515.975 
515.980 
515.985 
515.990 
515.995 
515.1000 

Section 

Aeromedical Crew Member Education Requirements 
Aircraft Vehicle Specifications and Operation 
Aircraft Medical Equipment and Drugs 
Vehicle Maintenance for Helicopter and Fixed-wing Aircraft Programs 
Aircraft Communications and Dispatch Center 
Flight Program Safety Standards 
Watercraft Requirements 
Watercraft Vehicle Specifications and Operation 
Watercraft Medical Equipment and Drugs 
Watercraft Communications and Dispatch Center 
Off-Road SEMSV Requirements 
Off-Road Vehicle Specifications and Operation 
Off-Road Medical Equipment and Drugs 
Off-Road Communications and Dispatch Center 

SUBPART H: TRAUMA CENTERS 

515 .2000 Trauma Center Designation 
515.2010 Denial of Application for Designation or Request for Renewal 
515 .2020 Inspection and Revocation of Designation 
515.2030 Level I Trauma Center Designation Criteria 
EMERGENCY 
515.2035 Level I Pediatric Trauma Center 
EMERGENCY 
515 .2040 Level II Trauma Center Designation Criteria 
EMERGENCY 
515.2045 Level II Pediatric Trauma Center 
EMERGENCY 
515.2050 Trauma Center Uniform Reporting Requirements 
515.2060 Trauma Patient Evaluation and Transfer 
515.2070 Trauma Center Designation Delegation to Local Health Departments 
515.2080 Trauma Center Confidentiality and Immunity 
515.2090 Trauma Center Fund 
515.2100 Pediatric Care (Renumbered) 
515.2200 Suspension Policy for Trauma Nurse Specialist Certification 

Section 
515.3000 

SUBPART I: EMS ASSISTANCE FUND 

EMS Assistance Fund Administration 

SUBPART J: EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES FOR CHILDREN 
EMERGENCY EFFECTIVE 

FEB 14 2022 
SOS-CODE DIV. 



• 

• 

DPH 

Section 
515.3090 

515.4000 
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Pediatric Recognition of Hospital Emergency Departments and Inpatient Critical 
Care Services 
Facility Recognition Criteria for the Emergency Department Approved for 
Pediatrics (EDAP) 
Facility Recognition Criteria for the Standby Emergency Department Approved 
for Pediatrics (SEDP) 
Facility Recognition Criteria for the Pediatric Critical Care Center (PCCC) 

SUBPART K: COMPREHENSIVE STROKE CENTERS, 
PRIMARY STROKE CENTERS AND ACUTE STROKE-READY HOSPITALS 

515.5000 
515.5002 
515.5004 
515.5010 
515.5015 
515.5016 
515.5017 
515.5020 
515.5030 
515.5040 
515.5050 
515.5060 
515.5070 

515.5080 

515.5083 
515.5085 
515.5087 

515.5090 
515.5100 

Definitions 
State Stroke Advisory Subcommittee 
Regional Stroke Advisory Subcommittee 
Stroke Care - Restricted Practices 
Comprehensive Stroke Center (CSC) Designation 
Request for Comprehensive Stroke Center Designation 
Suspension and Revocation of Comprehensive Stroke Center Designation 
Primary Stroke Center (PSC) Designation 
Request for Primary Stroke Center Designation 
Suspension and Revocation of Primary Stroke Center Designation 
Acute Stroke-Ready Hospital (ASRH) Designation without National Certification 
Acute Stroke-Ready Hospital Designation Criteria without National Certification 
Request for Acute Stroke-Ready Hospital Designation without National 
Certification 
Suspension and Revocation of Acute Stroke-Ready Hospital Designation without 
National Certification 
Acute Stroke-Ready Hospital Designation with National Certification 
Request for Acute Stroke-Ready Hospital Designation with National Certification 
Suspension and Revocation of Acute Stroke-Ready Hospital Designation with 
National Certification 
Data Collection and Submission 
Statewide Stroke Assessment Tool 

515.APPENDIX A 
515.APPENDIX B 
515.APPENDIX C 
515.APPENDIX D 
EMERGENCY 
515.APPENDIX E 
515.APPENDIX F 

A Request for Designation (RFD) Trauma Center 
A Request for Renewal of Trauma Center Designation 
Minimum Trauma Field Triage Criteria 
Administrative, Legal and EMS Protocols and Guidelines 

Minimum Prescribed Data Elements 
Template for In-House Triage for Trauma Centers 
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515.APPENDIX G 
515.APPENDIX H 
515.APPENDIX I 

515.APPENDIX J 

515.APPENDIX K 

515.APPENDIX L 
515.APPENDIX M 

515.APPENDIX N 

515.APPENDIX 0 
515.APPENDIX P 
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Credentials of General/Trauma Surgeons Level I and Level II 
Credentials of Emergency Department Physicians Level I and Level II 
Credentials of General/Trauma Surgeons Level I and Level II Pediatric 
Trauma Centers 
Credentials of Emergency Department Physicians Level I and Level II 
Pediatric Trauma Centers 
Application for Facility Recognition for Emergency Department with 
Pediatrics Capabilities 
Pediatric Equipment Requirements for Emergency Departments 
Inter-facility Pediatric Trauma and Critical Care Consultation and/or 
Transfer Guideline 
Pediatric Critical Care Center (PCCC)/Emergency Department Approved 
for Pediatrics (EDAP) Recognition Application 
Pediatric Critical Care Center Plan 
Pediatric Critical Care Center (PCCC) Pediatric 
Equipment/Supplies/Medications Requirements 

AUTHORITY: Implementing and authorized by the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
Systems Act [210 ILCS 50] . 

SOURCE: Emergency Rule adopted at 19 Ill. Reg. 13084, effective September 1, 1995 for a 
maximum of 150 days; emergency expired January 28, 1996; adopted at 20 Ill. Reg. 3203, 
effective February 9, 1996; emergency amendment at 21 Ill. Reg. 2437, effective January 31, 
1997, for a maximum of 150 days; amended at 21 Ill. Reg. 5170, effective April 15, 1997; 
amended at 22 Ill. Reg. 11835, effective June 25, 1998; amended at 22 Ill. Reg. 16543, effective 
September 8, 1998; amended at 24 Ill. Reg. 8585, effective June 10, 2000; amended at 24 Ill. 
Reg. 9006, effective June 15, 2000; amended at 24 Ill. Reg. 19218, effective December 15, 2000; 
amended at 25 Ill. Reg. 16386, effective December 20, 2001; amended at 26 Ill. Reg. 18367, 
effective December 20, 2002; amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 1277, effective January 10, 2003; amended 
at 27 Ill. Reg. 6352, effective April 15, 2003; amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 7302, effective April 25, 
2003; amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 13507, effective July 25, 2003; emergency amendment at 29 Ill. 
Reg. 12640, effective July 29, 2005, for a maximum of 150 days; emergency expired December 
25, 2005; amended at 30 Ill. Reg. 8658, effective April 21, 2006; amended at 32 Ill. Reg. 16255, 
effective September 18, 2008; amended at 35 Ill. Reg. 6195, effective March 22, 2011; amended 
at 35 Ill. Reg. 15278, effective August 30, 2011; amended at 35 Ill. Reg. 16697, effective 
September 29, 2011; amended at 35 Ill. Reg. 18331, effective October 21, 2011; amended at 35 
Ill. Reg. 20609, effective December 9, 2011; amended at 36 Ill. Reg. 880, effective January 6, 
2012; amended at 36 Ill. Reg. 2296, effective January 25, 2012; amended at 36 Ill. Reg. 3208, 
effective February 15, 2012; amended at 36 Ill. Reg. 11196, effective July 3, 2012; amended at 
36 Ill. Reg. 17490, effective December 3, 2012; amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 5714, effective April 15, 
2013; amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 7128, effective May 13, 2013; amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 10683, 
effective June 25, 2013; amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 18883, effective November 12, 2013; amended 
at 37 Ill. Reg. 19610, effective November 20, 2013; amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 9053, effective April 
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9, 2014; amended at 38 Ill. Reg. 16304, effective July 18, 2014; amended at 39 Ill. Reg. 13075, 
effective September 8, 2015; amended at 40 Ill. Reg. 8274, effective June 3, 2016; amended at 
40 Ill. Reg. 10006, effective July 11, 2016; recodified at 42 Ill. Reg. 10700; amended at 42 Ill. 
Reg. 17632, effective September 20, 2018; amended at 43 Ill. Reg. 4145, effective March 19, 
2019; emergency amendment at 44 Ill. Reg. 6463, effective April 10, 2020, for a maximum of 
150 days; amended at 44 Ill. Reg. 15619, effective September 1, 2020; emergency amendment at 
45 Ill. Reg. 12108, effective September 17, 2021, for a maximum of 150 days; emergency 
expired February 13, 2022; emergency amendment at 45 Ill. Reg. 1173, effective December 27 
2021, for a maximum of 150 days; emergency amendment at 46 Ill. Reg. ---~ effective 
February 14, 2022, for a maximum of 150 days . 
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Section 515.865 COVID-19 Vaccination of Provider Staff 
EMERGENCY 

a) For the purposes of this Section: 

1) "Staff' means any EMS personnel including EMR, EMT, EMT-I, AEMT 
or Paramedic, PHRN, PHPA, PHAPN licensed by the Department of 
Public Health that is employed or volunteers by a public or private EMS 
provider or contracts with a hospital to provide pre-hospital emergency 
care or interfacility transports and is in close contact (fewer than 6 feet) 
with other persons during work hours for more than 15 minutes at least 
once a week on a regular basis. 

2) "Provider" means any individual, group of individuals, corporation, 
partnership, association, trust, joint venture, unit of local government or 
other public or private ownership entity that owns and operates a business 
or service using one or more ambulances or EMS vehicles for the 
transportation or care of emergency patients. 

3) "COVID-19 vaccine" means a vaccine for COVID-19 that has been 
authorized for emergency use, licensed, or otherwise approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 

4) An individual is "fully vaccinated against COVID-19" two weeks after 
receiving the second dose in a two-dose series of a COVID-19 vaccine 
authorized for emergency use, licensed, or otherwise approved by the 
FDA, or two weeks after receiving a single-dose COVID-19 vaccine 
authorized for emergency use, licensed, or otherwise approved by the 
FDA. 

5) "Outbreak" means a situation when two or more individuals within the 
same outbreak setting at the provider: 

A) 

B) 

C) 

D) 

are laboratory positive for SARS-Co V-2 by antigen or PCR 
testing; 

are epidemiologically linked to the outbreak setting; 

have onset of illness or a positive SARS-Co-V test (if 
asymptomatic) within the same 14- day period; 

do not share a household; and 
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E) are not listed as a close contact of each other outside of the 
outbreak setting. 

6) "Outbreak setting" means a place where people congregate to learn, work, 
receive or provide care, dine or conduct business, and is generally limited 
to parts of a provider building unless the COVID-19 outbreak among 
individuals is widely dispersed throughout the entire building. Examples 
of outbreak settings include but are not limited to, learning centers, 
hospital units, procedural areas, outpatient service areas, and 
administrative offices. 

7) An individual is "up to date" when they have received all recommended 
COVID-19 vaccines, including any booster dose(s) when eligible. 

8) An individual is "not up to date" when they have not received all 
recommended COVID-19 vaccinations, including any booster doses when 
eligible. 

Each provider shall require all staff to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or 
be tested in a manner consistent with the requirements of subsection ( c ) . 

1) Each provider shall require current or newly hired staff who are fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19 to submit proof of all COVID-19 
vaccinations. Proof of vaccination may be met by providing to the facility 
one of the following: 

2) 

3) 

A) A Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) COVID-19 
vaccination record card or photo of the card; 

B) Documentation of vaccination from a health care provider or 
electronic health record; or 

C) State immunization records. 

Each provider shall make available opportunities for staff to be up to date 
on COVID-19 vaccinations through an arrangement with a pharmacy 
partner, local health department, or other appropriate health entity. 

Each provider shall exempt current or newly hired individual staff 
members from the requirement that all staff be fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 if: 
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A) Vaccination is medically contraindicated, including any individual 
staff member who is entitled to an accommodation under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act or any other law appliable to a 
disability-related reasonable accommodation; or 

B) Vaccination would require the individual staff member to violate 
or forgo a sincerely held religious belief, practice, or observance. 

4) Staff that fall within the exemption in subsection (b)(3) shall undergo the 
testing requirements set forth in subsection ( c ). 

5) Providers may adopt more stringent policies requiring all staff to be 
vaccinated. Nothing in the Section supersedes or modifies the date such 
policies are designated by the provider to take effect. 

Except as provided in subsection ( d), each provider shall require its staff who are 
not fully vaccinated against COVID-19 to undergo testing for COVID-19, 
weekly, at a minimum. If staff who are not fully vaccinated against COVID-19 
are not tested as required by this subsection, the staff shall not be permitted to 
enter or work at the provider . 

1) The COVID-19 test shall either have Emergency Use Authorization by the 
FDA or be operated pursuant to the Laboratory Developed Test 
requirements of the U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 

2) 

3) 

4) 

At-home tests or self-test kits for COVID-19 are available for purchase 
from retail pharmacies or other outlets. Some of these tests require 
supervision from a health care provider through telehealth, who will then 
confirm the identity of the person taking the test (e.g., by showing photo 
ID), while others are fully self-administered. At home or self-tests should 
be a last resort test option to fulfill the requirements of Executive Order 
2021-22 and health care workers should only use those tests that are 
observed and verifiable by a healthcare provider. 

If a staff person tests positive for COVID-19, the provider shall exclude 
the staff person from the facility, and the staff person shall be subject to all 
applicable isolation and quarantine rules and facility policies. 

Staff who are not fully vaccinated may be permitted to enter or work at the 
provider while they are waiting to receive the results of their most recent 
test . 
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d) When the provider's service area is located in a county of high or substantial 
transmission, as indicated by the CDC COVID 19 Integrated County View, 
available at https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view, the provider 
shall require, in accordance with the requirements of subsection ( c ), its staff who 
are not fully vaccinated against COVID-19 to undergo testing for COVID-19, 
twice weekly, with tests administered at least three days apart as long as the 
county in which the provider and primary service area is located remains in a high 
or substantial transmission status. 

e) Each provider shall ensure that all individuals who administer the COVID-19 
vaccines on site for staff pursuant to this Section are qualified and trained to 
administer the vaccine in accordance with all applicable federal and State laws 
and rules. 

t) Each provider shall post conspicuous signage throughout the provider facility 
notifying staff that the provider makes available opportunities for staff to be up to 
date on COVID-10 vaccinations. The signs shall be on 8.5 by 11-inch white 
paper, with text in Calibri (body) font and 26-point type in black letters. 

g) Each provider shall provide its newly hired and current staff educational materials 
on the benefits and potential risks associated with the COVID-19 vaccine. Within 
14 days, each provider shall provide its unvaccinated staff a minimum of 90 
minutes of clear and accurate instruction covering: vaccine education, 
effectiveness, benefits, risks, common reactions, hesitancy and 
misinformation. Examples of Department approved training and educational 
resources include those offered for health care professionals by the CDC, FDA, 
Immunization Action Coalition (IAC), and Mayo Clinic. Records of training shall 
be made available to the Department upon request. 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

Illinois Department of Public Health WebEx webinar recording: Vaccine 
Protection: Caring Communities Working Together available at: 
https:/ /illinois. webex.com/illinois/lsr.php?RCID=45ae739d9a0b 1 c34e884 
c 1608fef2fd9; 

CDC, available at https:/ /www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/training­
education/index.html; 

FDA, available at https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and­
response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines; 

Immunization Action Coalition (IAC), available at https://immunize.org/; 
and 
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5) Mayo Clinic, available at https://ce.mayo.edu/content/covid-19-online­
education-resources-and-updates-0 

h) Each provider shall maintain a record of staff who are update to date, fully 
vaccinated staff, unvaccinated staff, and test results required per subsection ( c ). 

i) The provider shall maintain documentation in each staff person's confidential 
medical file, in accordance with federal and state privacy laws, regarding 
COVID-19 vaccinations and tests, including the following: 

1) Proof of vaccination for the staff person; 

2) The results of COVID-19 tests for each staff person; and 

3) Written exemption from the vaccine. 

j) Nothing in this emergency amendment prohibits any provider from implementing 
vaccination or testing requirements for staff that exceed the requirements of this 
Section . 

k) Failure to comply with any of the requirements set forth in this Section creates a 
substantial probability of risk of death or serious mental or physical harm and 
shall result in a violation as defined in Section 515.160. In determining the 
amount of a fine or penalty, the Department shall consider the severity of the 
actual or potential harm to the individual or the public and any other factors 
established pursuant to Section 515.160(c). Any violation of this Part is subject to 
enforcement action by the Department to the greatest extent permitted by law. 

(Source: Emergency rule added at 46 Ill. Reg.----~ effective February 14, 2022, 
for a maximum of 150 days) 
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